HISTORICAL - CULTURAL ROUTE:

Duration: From 1% to 2 hours
Distance: Approx. 2 km.
Difficulty: Low.

Recommendations:

- Before starting, you can find information about Rota and timetables

for the monuments in the Tourist Office situated in the Castillo de Luna.

- This route can also be carried out by the handicapped given that,

along the whole route, there are only 5 roads to cross and they all have ramps
to avoid pavements. At the church ask the attendant to open the door.
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Leaving the Plaza de Espafia turn to the Castillo de Luna passing Italia,
Garcia Lopez, San Clemente streets, all typically narrow and white, with
plant pots surrounding the castle built in the Middle Ages

The Castillo de Luna, built around a rectangular structure with 5 turreted
towers, was built in the eighteenth century on an ancient Arabic Ribat as a
fortress destined for prayer and defending the neighbouring area.

Its historical importance is reflected in the 247 tiles that form the mural at
the Castle entrance. The mural depicts the visit of the Catholic Kings in
1477, guests of Don Rodrigo Ponce de Leon.

In the Castle's interior the patio, from the 16th Century, maintains the
original columns and main banisters as well as the murals painted in
Mudejar style.

The castle was a hospital and college and was finally restored and put
back into use as the seat of the Town Hall of Rota.

Following this you can visit the Iglesia de N. Senora de la O. built under
instructions of Don Rodrigo Ponce de Lyon in the 16th century. In the
beginning only the central building was erected in a Gothic style. Later, in
the 17th and 18th century, five jointed chapels were added, the
description of which is found on the door of each chapel.

Most notable is the Choir,(is this a choir of wooden people?) of noble
wood realised by Diego Roldan and the Organ, designed by Juan de Bono
in the 18th Century.

Having seen these two monuments, if you turn to the street opposite the
main door passing a small arch, you will arrive at the Marine walkway,



where some of the most impressive views of the Costilla coastline can be
seen with more than 4km of fine golden sands.

If you continue to the left you will pass in front of the Hotel Duque de
Najera to arrive at the Sports Harbour, built in 1992 on the sea. ? Also on
the left is the Town of Rota, protected by its ancient wall, where you will
find a ramp to access the old part of town and where you are also able to
reflect on the ancient "Puerta de Jerez", one of the gates in the wall that
connected Rota with the aforementioned city. A little further on, you will
find the "Mirador de las Almenas", from which can be seen an incredible
view of the Rompidillo beach and the Sports Harbour.

Behind you is the Plaza de Abastos, where the Convent of the Holy
Mercedarian Fathers was previously housed, built in the 17th century and
where the Torre de la Merced is the only remaining artefact. Taking the
street adjoining the market you will arrive at its main entrance from where
you should be able to see the aforementioned towver.

Leaving the market, you arrive at Calle Veracruz and on the left is the arch
of the ancient Town Hall. This was the most important gate of the ancient
wall, connecting with Sanlucar and receiving, in those days, the majority
of commercial traffic.



